History of Alliance

Alliance was founded on March 28, 1888, after the creation of Box Butte Cloomiyhe
division of Dawes County. The name Box Butte was elected after the prominent sandhill in the
northeast secton of the rewly formed county.

The origins of the name of Alliance can not be as easiéymeed. The most often accepted
story alleges that the source was a J.N. Paul. Mr. Paul was akmrgiriger with the Burlington
and Missouri River Railroad and suggested the name Alliance after his hometown of Alliance,
Ohio.

The Burlington and Missouri River Railroad played an important role in the settlement of
Northwestern Nebraska. Encourageddongress, railroads were finding that to be profitable,
settlement was gessary. Avertisements in thEast and overase were part dhe strategyo
encourage settlers into the new country.efaed and individual freedoms were too much for
the average European to ignore. 1900, the population of Western Nebraska was over 10%
from foreign ountries.

Many of the original settlers of Alliance, Box Butte Couatyl Western Nebraska were

settlers from other areas of the United States. Veterans of the Civil War were given special
consideration for homesteads. For honorably serving thentiy in war, they werdlawed

to take 160 acres of virgin country for their own. Mahylliance's first settlers were from
lllinois and lowa where too mameople drove early pioneers West in search of fpeeple,
better land, andrgater opportuties.

In June of 1887, agents of the LincolmbdaCompany, a subsidiary of the Burlioig and
Missouri River Railroad bought most of the school section where Alliance was later built.
Part of the land was designated for use by the railaraight-of-way, shops, and a
roundhouse. But no other sale of land was made while the wait for the rail continued.

The small town of Grand Lake, mostly tents and a few snaafidrbuildings grew up east of
what would become Alliance. On February 25, 1888, public sale of tatschthose already
purchased bthe Lincoln land Companyof railroad purpses, took placeRlots in the newly
formed town quickly sold. People began flooding irtrayn and wagon.

The schools and churches started in Grand Lake were continued in&Hiaghevere joined

by more. One of the areas worst problems wasettedth the need for teachers. The school
board soon discovered any yodagale was quickly married. For a time, school boards even
publicized in Easta newspaper®f young vamen of plain anddmely counteance to come
West and teach. But even the less beautiful married quickly. Frdstciieol boards then

hit upon another solution. Contracts often included a clause preventing a teacher from
marrying for two yars. For its time, a restrictive but necessary clause.

Early churches in Alliance included the Catholic, Presimn, and Methodist faiths. Church



buildings were built as soon as possible. For smaller denominations, the backs of store
buildings sufficed until a church could be completed.

The town grew rapidly. The census of 1890, awly years after the founding of Alliance

gave the town a population of 840. By 1896, the population had more than doubled to 2,200
an increase of 1,360. It would be almost 100s/&der before Alliance would increase the
population proportionally as much.

One of the first groups formed in Alliance was the Volunteer Fire Departnrel@sslthan

one year, three fires gutted the business districts along Thied &te Box Butte Avenue.

The first started in the meat market of C. Shelter at First Street and Box Butte Avenue. A
total of nine buildigs were lost.

The second firen January 111893 started in th&table of a furmure store and spad due to
a strong wind. The third fire started in the G.L.E. Klingbeil building on 3uh893. Five
buildings received damage from this fire. In a spetgatien held on May 31, 1893, a
majority vote was made for a bond issue to construct a watensy Major reasons given for
the need included the fires along Box Butte Avenue. A cttiynance was also passed
requiring consuction of new bildings be of fieproof materig. For the firstéw buildings,
the brick was bnaght into Allianceby rail but son two brick yards were eddished in
Alliance.

Alliance became a center for homesteaders and ranchdisghe®terials and shipping crops
and cattle to Omahand other marke The Nebrask&tockgrowers ssociation begain
Alliance in 1889 as a wato combat a majr problemwith cattle rustling.

In a long fight covering three diffareelections and numerous court appearances, the Box
Butte County Courthouse was transported byfnan Hemingford to Alliance through the
engineering skills of E.W. Bell, a bridge foreman with the Chicago, Btwimgnd Quincy

(C.B. & Q.) Railroad. This feat started on June 21, 1899 with preparation of the building and
continued until Julp, 1899 with the plament of the Courtluse on the lot nortbf 5th

Street and Box Bt Avenue. Desiptions of the job wre written irHarper's Magazinend
Scientific America

As Alliance approached the 20th Century, business was good, thedrathmag, and new

settlers were moving into the area at a rapid pace. A discreparnyed in the population

figures of the 1890 census that required a national solution. Although county population was
up, the population of farmers went down, suggesting that more people were settling in town
than on farms. This problem was repeated through most of the Great Plains area. Nebraska
had a special, lge area wire farming wa almost impossible hé¢ Sandhills. TheiKcaid

Act in 1904 allowea claim of 640 aes of land rathehan the original60 acres. This

allowed the arid &dhills area todsettled and brgit a large nmber of people it

Alliance to file for Kincaid grants on June 24, 1904. The rush lasted all week.

Alliance continud to grow. New htels, businessestfizes, churcks, a depot and hem



were built. In 1913 Alliance celebrated its 25th Anniversaiyst 12 miles east of Alliance,
Antioch enjoyed a quick boom from Potash found in the Sandhills lakes of the area. The end
of World War | brought the boom to a quick conclusion. The population of Alliance in 1920
reached nearly 6000 and Alliance was consaléfbée Queen City of the Plains.”

In 1921 Alliance became the first city in Nabka to change to the Council/Manager form of
government. The Nebraska Potato Growers organized and made Alliaecedtato Center

of Nebraska." It is an interesting fact that to this dlag high school newspaper is still called
"The Spud.” In the 1920's, Alliance's famous brick sdrbecame a reality. Sewers were re-
built in the 1920's to help combat a particular smell that made Alliance infamous. Alliance
had become a center for business, medicine, finance, and freight amtjpassevice.

Alliance was not evastated bthe Great Depssion of the 1936 Instead it ok full
advantage ohe New Deal addg a new municigl building, impreing the centigpark with

a fountain and swimming pool, and also constructing a new water tower, and power plant
through various federal work programs. latign made its way into the farm areas around
Alliance.

As World War Il began, Alliance became tBattle Capital of Nebraska with the opening of
the Alliance Livestock Commission Company Sale Barn. The sale baflooesl on
Wednesdayrad Friday. Business in Alliace boomed as wellin 1942, the Aiance Air Bag
was built on former farm and ranch land southeast of Alliance. Alliance doubled in size as
construction workers and later troops "invaded" Alliance. turmeAlliance built a USO and
"Chimney Tavn," a housingrea later turnginto the Good Samitan Village. Tle Air Base
was equipped with a theater, chapels, bowling alley, hospital, lgumthpank. Every
possble smce inAlli ance vas rerted from bagmens to atics to garags to ticken coops. In
1953 the City bAlliance recéeved the deed ofvenership to the AiBase which haddzome
the Alliance Municipal Airport. In 1949, Alliance and the whole Great Plains area was
engulfed in majosnowstorms that bame known as one€lhe Blizzard o49. Army
equipment was called in to move snow, carry people and goods tmanAlffance and
rescue motorists caught in the storms. Losses to farmers and ranchers ia Wereare
astronomical.

The last three decades of Alliance have shown slow but increased growth. Theah@50'

60's will be known for their growth in industry and manufactuplagts in Alliance. The

1970's and 80's will be known for the growth of the Burlington Northern Railroad in Alliance
As Alliance enters in the 1990's, it is too early to give an historicalsanalfythe decade.
Certainly conservation of natural resources will [#agne role in historical decisions by the

city council. Alli ance fas a hstory d hard work and sywivi ng ecoromic hard times. If

history is an indicator, Alliance will continue in the"2Certury growing strong ard healthy.



